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Free the NJ4 Artwork [credit: freenj4.wordpress.com]		

FIERCE and allies from Miami, NYC, and San Francisco
prepare to March on the Mayors!

Two of New Jersey 4 FREE!

Right to the City storms Miami!

On August 18, 2006, seven young African American lesbian
women from Newark, New Jersey came to Manhattan’s West
Village for a night out when they were harassed and assaulted
by a male making sexist, homophobic comments towards them.
When the women defended themselves, a physical altercation
ensued that led to their arrests. They were convicted and given
shocking prison sentences in April 2007. FIERCE, with other
community organizations and individuals, has worked hard to
raise awareness about the case and provide support to the
young women and their families. There have been some amazing victories this summer! Terrain Dandridge’s appeal was successful; she was released from prison on June 23rd, 2008. All
charges were dropped, and her record cleared! Renata Hill,
sentenced to 8 years, was recently released on bail. She will
have a new trial this fall. While the releases of Terrain and Renata mark successes, there is still work to do. Venice Brown
and Patreese Johnson are still in jail. Venice is waiting for her
appeals to go through and Patreese is waiting for her appellate trial. The three women who weren’t incarcerated are on
probation and face hardships because of their criminal records.
Please check FIERCE’s website (www.fiercenyc.org) to learn how
to support the NJ4.

In June of this year, the mayors of cities across the U.S. descended upon the City of Miami for the 76th annual United
States Conference of the Mayors (USCM). They gathered to
set the policy priorities for the nation’s cities and to develop
a “10-Point Plan…Strong Cities…Strong Families for a Strong
America.” An ironic plan to develop in a city that hasn’t had such
a “strong” record itself – prioritizing luxury condo development
over affordable housing has left many poor people and people
of color without a home in Miami. Twelve FIERCE members and
staff along with Right to the City member organizations came to
Miami to ask, “Strong for whom”? We held a community-organized People’s State of the City Conference, which paralleled the
USCM to find the answers. We shared with organizations in L.A.
fighting off the destruction of their neighborhood, as luxury condos become priority over people. We connected with youth from
Miami who face police harassment as public space continues
to deteriorate. We learned about homes in New Orleans being
torn down as the cultural significance of long-standing neighborhoods are ignored. It became clear, strong cities weren’t meant
for us under the mayoral plan and we began to talk about ways
to take back our right to the city.

What connection do these two stories have? Struggle!
The NJ4 have struggled since 2006 for their freedom that was wrongly taken from them. By receiving harsh sentences, they were
told, ‘No, you should not protect yourself or expect to be protected.’ Mayors have told low-income people of color this for years. ‘No,
it is not within your right to fight back, amidst job loss, housing crises, and the privatization of public spaces.’ FIERCE knows the one
thing we must do is fight back! It is only through the unity across communities that we can achieve social justice. It was through
the emotional, legal, and financial support from the community that Renata and Terrain are now free. It was the bridging of similar
struggles and a united message that led cities from all over this country to march on the mayors in Miami. It will take the unity of
the LGBTQ community to win a 24-hour LGBTQ youth center on Pier 40. But this fight doesn’t belong to FIERCE alone. It is the responsibility of every LGBTQ youth and ally to fight for safe public spaces, jobs, housing, and the right to be ourselves without fear of
violence. With the collective power of community comes real social change.

From the MEMBERSHIP
Education For Liberation Project:
The Education For Liberation Project (ELP) is an
internship that FIERCE conducts throughout each
year. There are three levels that lead up to the
success of creating leaders within FIERCE and the
rest of the LGBTQ community as a whole. ELP
equips us with the tools we need to become
outstanding organizers. ELP also teaches us
how to name and utilize our skills and talents to
challenge systems of oppression and unjust laws.
Over 25 youth graduated from ELP1 & ELP2 this
year and we’re about to start ELP3!
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achieve there has to be a plan. FIERCE’s Strategic Planning Team is composed of over 15 people, with over half from the membership. We meet every month and
plan out the vision, goals, and the benchmarks of FIERCE. With the help of Joo-Hyun Kang, our
Strategic Planning Advisor we hope to complete our startegic plan this winter and prepare for great long-term
future of FIERCE.

The First Annual Bowl-A-Thon: We at FIERCE are extremely excited to have our first annual
Bowl-A-Thon member-led fundraising event! Entitled “The reBOWLution”, we are looking forward to raising over
$10,000 with the help of our allies and supporters. It’s promising to be one of FIERCE’s most exciting events
of the year, complete with costumes, prizes, music and, most important, bowling! On Saturday, October 25th,
the most fabulous bowling teams you have ever seen will turn out to Harlem Lanes, clad in outrageous costumes to have fun and celebrate their fund raising efforts. Who’ll bring the 80’s back with a vengeance? Are
they really bowling in stilettos!? Where did those wigs come from?
New Youth Development Program! LGBTQ Youth go through a lot in our homes
and our lives. Many LGBTQ Youth are homeless, have no place to go, and have no support.
					
Many of us also have no jobs. The Youth Development
Program will bring about tracks and sessions where LGBTQ
youth are able to come in for the program and go through
a development of jobs, which would help them in their
interviewing skills, writing up their resumes, etc.
Hopefully when the program of job development
succeeds, the development program for education
will occur; helping those who need education, tutoring,
finishing GED, etc. We look forward to
the new Youth Development Programs!
The Outreach Team
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The ReBOWLution
is Coming!
Are you ready for the most FABULOUS event of the year? On Saturday,
October 25th, FIERCE is proud to present the “reBOWLution”, our first annual
bowl-a-thon fundraiser. The bowl-a-thon is a youth organized fundraising event,
complete with amazing costumes, fabulous prizes, great music, and delicious
food. Our goal is to raise $10,000 to support FIERCE and the organizing work
of LGBTQ youth of color. We’ve already raised over $4,500 through online
pledges! Keep up the good work teams! We still need to recruit 10 more
teams, so sign up TODAY.
JOIN! To register your team or join someone’s team, go to http://fiercenyc.
kintera.org/bowlathon and click on “bowler registration”. The registration fee
is only $10 and that covers your bowling games, shoes, and food. Once you
register, you get your own easy to set-up homepage for yourself and for your
team, which can be used to track your progress and to solicit donations.
MAKE A DONATION! If you can’t join a team, make a donation! Go to
http://fiercenyc.kintera.org/bowlathon and click “Make a General Donation”.
Please consider making a gift of $10, $50, or $100 TODAY!
SPONSOR OR BUY AN AD! The Bowl-a-thon program book is a great way to support FIERCE and get the word
out about your organization or business. Sponsorship levels and ad breakdowns are available on our website at
www.fiercenyc.org under the Bowl-a-thon page.
VOLUNTEER! Help out with the bowl-a-thon by volunteering to work registration, take photos, and help with set up
and clean up! Email Jojo & jhaviy at bowlathon@fiercenyc.org to sign up as a volunteer!

MAJOR DONOR CAMPAIGN LAUNCH
Calling all FIERCE supporters! You are invited to join FIERCE newest grassroots fundraising effort. In October
FIERCE is officially launching our annual Fall Major Donor Campaign. You might be asking yourself, “What does it
mean to be a major donor?” Well, major donors are:
• Awesome allies and supporters of FIERCE who believe in our work and vision for change.
• Supporters who meet with FIERCE members once a year to get a face-to-face update about our work and
continue their support with a thoughtful gift. Many of our supporters have never been “asked” for their
gifts, let alone ever met with members of FIERCE to get updates about our work. This is one way that we
can build a stronger community through fundraising!
• Major donors are supporters who give a gift of $250 or more a year. This can be done in one thoughtful 		
gift or spread out through monthly donations (that’s only $22/month).
Anyone can (and should!) be a Major Donor. FIERCE believes in doing grassroots fundraising that empowers
LGBTQ folks, people of color, low-income folks, immigrants, and other marginalized people to be fundraisers and
donors. It’s our vision to see a movement that is led and resourced by our communities. Major Donor Interns
will call you soon to follow up and see if you would like to set up a major donor meeting with us!
Or you can join today by filling out and returning the form and remittance envelope found in this newsletter.
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FIERCE would like to thank the
following foundations for
supporting our work:
Andrus Family Fund
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice
Colin Higgins Foundation
Dolphin Foundation
Funding Exchange
Hazen Foundation
Hill-Snowdon Foundation
Manhattan Neighborhood Network
Merck Family Fund
Ms. Foundation for Women
M & T Bank Charitable Foundation
New York Women’s Foundation
Paul Rapoport Foundation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rose and Sherle Wagner Foundation
Sparkplug Foundation
Stonewall Community Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Union Square Awards (a project of the Tides Center)
Valentine Fund

office wish list
If you or your organization has any of
these items available, please consider an
in-kind donation to FIERCE of the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reams of recycled white paper
Color paper
Pens
Plain Flip Charts
Apple Compatible Scanner
Books for our library
Television (at least 32”, ideally
wall-mountable)

Please contact 646.336.6789 x201 if
you can donate any of these items.

Many thanks to the hundreds of individual donors who
continue to sustain our work by making generous donations!

147 West 24th Street, 6th Floor
New York NY 10011
www.fiercenyc.org
646.336.6789

fabulous independent educated radicals for community empowerment
BUILDING THE LEADERSHIP AND POWER OF LGBTQ YOUTH OF COLOR

